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Mr President,

The Holy See welcomes the Delegation of Portugal led by H.E. Bruno Magaes,
~Sectetary of State for European Affairs. The National Report highlights Portugal’s

situation on Human Rights while reeogmzmg some challenges and possibilities of
improvement.

The Delegation of the Holy See appreciates the progress of Portugal in promoting
and protecting human rights by enacting and implementing. pertinent legislation. It
acknowledges improvements in different areas such as: the prevention of trafficking in
persons, the prevention of child labour, tackling racial discrimination, intolerance and
xenophobia, as well as improvements in integrating immigrants and ethnic minorities.
Commendable also is this Country’s ratification of a significant number of Human Rights
and Humanitarian Law Treaties and Conventions.

My Delegation wishes to present the following recommendations for consideration:

- To continue the protection of women, migrants, persons with disabilities and
elderly people groups which are partlcularly vulnerable in this moment of
economic and ﬁnanclal CTisis. '

- To foster and safeguard the family, based upon the stable relauonshlp between a
man and a woman, as the natural and fundamental unit of society.!

- 'To provide primary and secondary
educatmn for all children 1rrespect1ve of thelr legal status.

“Thank you Mr. President.

! bttp:/fwww.vatican, va/archive/hist_councils/ii vatican council/documents/vat-ii const 196531207 eaudium-

et-spes_enlml, “By their very hature, the institution of matrimony itself and confugal love are ordained for the

= ——————procreation and education of children, and find-ir-thenm theirultimete-crown=FHas2 an G ¢Owoman, Who by thelr

compact of conjugal love "are no longer two,” but one flesh” (Matt. 19:p, render mutual help and service to each
other through an intimate union of their persons and of their actions. Through this union they experience the meaning
of their oneness and attain to it with growing perfection day by day. As a mutual gift of two persons, this intimate
union and the good of the children fmpose iotal fidelity on the spouses ond argue ' for an unbreakable oneness between
them.” (April 24, 2014) ]



